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Administration  
The 2024/2025 season has been a period and challenges and change for the NSWWSF Limited.  
Change is a process that can be both difficult and exciting. Acceptance and ownership of the 
change is vital for its successful implementation. 
The changes that have occurred this year have been encouraged by the Office of Sport NSW and 
the Australian Sports Commission aka Sport Australia. 
But we have made dramatic changes cautiously in the best interests of the NSWWSF Ltd and its 
members. 
The NSW Water Ski Federation Board of Directors has carefully investigated the proposed 
changes, sought advice and made measured decisions.  
Engaging discussions have occurred and consensus has been reached on the decisions reached via 
those discussions. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Shauna Laverty for her excellent work ethic, 
commitment to the change process and the implementation of the NSWWSF Board’s decisions.  
She has carefully monitored the requirements of our grants, milestone timelines and ensured that 
the majority of the grant milestones have been met. 
The NSWWWSF has been most fortunate to have acquired such a talented Office Administrator 
who has motivated our board members to implement programs to meet the Office of Sport NSW 
requirements. Teamwork has been the key to our success in acquisition of grants and 
improvements to our sport. 
In the past twelve months, NSWWSF Board’s focus has been on the key goals of the NSW Water 
Ski Federation - promotion and development of all forms of waterskiing in our state. 
Our current divisions are strong and successful. 
The development of skiers, riders and officials of all ages in all divisions continues to ensure that 
everyone reaches personal best performances. 
NSW skiers, riders and officials have been successful at all levels of our sport. 
Congratulations everyone. 

Finance 
Last year I reported that the NSW Water Ski Federation had appointed Sports Accounting 
Australia as our bookkeepers. This decision has proven to be very successful. The team at Sport 
Accounting have worked well with Shauna and members of our board. 
Our accounts are healthy and have been audited. 
The NSWWSF Board of Directors have fulfilled their financial and fiduciary responsibilities. 

P O Box 427, SYDNEY MARKETS NSW 2129 
Phone:  (02) 8736 1273 Email:  admin@waterskinsw.com.au 

mailto:waterskinsw@bigpond.com


Succession Planning and NSWWSF Board Development 
I also mentioned last year that we urgently needed a new generation of NSWWSF Board Members. 
Our vacant NSW Board of Directors were filled by: 
Dave Coaldrake Vice-President, Leticha Clancy Treasurer and recently we welcomed Amber Wing 
to our board. Amber is a bubbly acquisition filling the vacated Wakeboard Director position. 
Unfortunately, the role of NSWWSF Treasurer is very time consuming and demanding often 
requiring daily attention. As a result of the demands of the role, Leticha resigned as treasurer and 
Tim Failes once more jumped in to help out. 
Last year I reported that “Tim has received a work promotion and is now a full-time Ferry Master 
on Sydney Harbour - a hectic and stressful but absolutely beautiful work environment. “ 
Tim’s new work commitments require his full attentions and therefore he has decided to resign 
from the NSWWSF Board of Directors. Tim has served the NSWWSF for over 25 years on the 
NSWWSF Board of Directors in various positions-an outstanding example of the dedication and 
commitment of our volunteers. Tim will be greatly missed.  I would particularly like to congratulate 
Tim for his commitment to ensure that both our bookkeeping firm and Shauna have received his 
endless support and hours of work. 
We wish you well Tim and really thank you for your incredible input to the Board and the Ski 
Grounds, it’s been invaluable. 
I would like to again emphasise that the NSWWSF needs new board members to whom the baton 
and legacy of our great sport can be passed.  
We urgently require a new Treasurer, a secretary and new board members in particular women 
and non-binary members. This is an opportunity for divisions to have wider representation on the 
NSWWSF Board.   
The future looks very exciting, and we need new blood on our committee whether you are young 
or more mature or retirees – age is not a barrier.   
Our current very productive board members need help. We need to enforce a succession plan. 
Please come and join us while the experienced and knowledgeable board members can help you.  

The NSWWSF Ski Grounds aka (The NSW Water Ski Gardens)  
Many changes have occurred at the NSW Ski Gardens this year. 
Thank you to the Ski Gardens Committee for the time that has been devoted to managing the 
NSWWSF’s major asset.  We must give Robyn particular mention as she has spent countless hours 
and had multiple conversations with council and suppliers over various park issues.  She has been a 
major contributor to the Board of NSW Water Ski Federation, and we owe her our deepest 
gratitude. Supported by Kris Asprey and Tim Failes, together they have worked tirelessly for the
park, and we sincerely thank them for their considerable time and efforts.
We also thank Christine, our park manager for her long service and efficient, friendly management 
of the Ski Grounds. 
More information can be found in the comprehensive Ski Grounds report.   

NSWWSF Divisions  
Our division reports reflect the difficulties that have beset our sport in the past twelve months.   
The late cancellation of events, the loss of equipment due to the floods, the long wait for flooding 
of the Hawkesbury River to disappear, the ever-present challenge of dealing with local 
government agencies and the myriads of policies that they are expected to supply to acquire 
permission to use waterways.   
Another challenge for our divisions has been committee changes and manpower. Your tenacity to 
get things done and your ability to try to lure more members is commendable.  
Over the past twelve months while passionately promoting our sport, our divisions managed to:  
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• conduct events including:

i. female only events and training schools

ii. inclusive activities

iii. indigenous specific programs to provide opportunities for indigenous youth to

enjoy waterskiing.

iv. come and try events.

• develop the skills of skiers and officials.

i. junior development

many junior training camps have been so popular that extra clinics were
organised and advertised clinics were over subscribed.

ii. training schools for all ages

iii. judging clinics

iv. coaching clinics

v. video judging clinics

vi. EMS

• introduce newcomers to waterskiing.

i. come and try events.

• review of standard operating procedures (SOPs)

• develop social media skills.

• deal with natural disasters and loss of waterways and human resources.

• console each other in tragic circumstances.

• celebrate victories and personal best performance.

International Championships and Representation 
All our divisions have performed to a very high standard at various championships whether it was 
as a competitor, official or organiser.  
EMS rankings have soared. 
State championships numbers have increased. 
Congratulations to all divisions for your tenacity, ingenuity, creativity and your commitment to our 
sport.   
You will have seen in the divisional reports that the impacts of last few years have added the skills 
of survival, creativity and review leading to renewed modes of operation to keep the various 
facets of waterskiing on the water.   

Barefoot Division   
Barefoot has been a very active division and has run eight Come and Try days at Liverpool, 

Goulburn and Moree. They have organised multiple training sessions for the Australian 

team ‘footers’ who are participating in the IWWF Barefoot events.  They attracted TV 

coverage and conducted excellent judges training seminars. 

For the 24/25 season they held seven tournaments, one of which was held in Goulburn 

(Regional) and a State Title Event @ Helles Park Liverpool.  

Barefoot also held a weeklong Junior Development camp open to juniors Australia wide.) & 
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a show ski tournament which was sponsored by Dam Handles. The season wrapped up with 

Nationals in Canungra QLD. 

They experienced excellent international success by NSW Barefooters. 

Disabled Division    
Despite the cancellation of one event scheduled to be held on the Molonglo River, Disabled 
Division still managed to:   

• conduct 12 very well-attended ski days.

• build upon its existing partnership with Making Strides on the Tweed River

• acquire a Defibrillator grant.

• continue to enjoy the use of Manly Dam

• continued skill development of the Tweed River disabled skiers which is a credit to

Sharon and her team.

• celebrate the successes of Sam Longmore both nationally and internationally. Her

achievements included the honour of being announced as IWWF Female Athlete of the

Year, breaking the MP1 Jump record and broke the record twice at another

tournament in California.

• preparing for the next IWWF Disabled World Championships which will be held in

Australia.

 Show Ski Division  
The Show Skiing in NSW has been huge over the past 12 months. They performed in Auckland at 
the inaugural IWWF University World Waterski Championships.  They also hosted a very successful 
IWWF Show Ski World Championships at Max Kirwan Lakes Mulwala. 
They had 22 NSW skiers, ski in the Australian Team which finished second at the IWWF Show Ski 
World Championships at Max Kirwan Lakes Mulwala.  
They were individual podium placegetters at the IWWF Show Ski World Championships at Max 
Kirwan Lakes Mulwala. 
Peter O’Neill stole the show at the IWWF Show Ski World Championships at Max Kirwan Lakes 
Mulwala. 
The Division performed at the iWWF Oceania Championships in NZ on Lake Karapiro.  
Mulwala achieved their goal to make water skiing as accessible as possible to everyone including 
women and indigenous youths and interested parties which met the requirements of the State 
Sporting Organisation grants. They continue to be proactive in their support of the Federation and 
assisting in developmental programs. They continued to attract new skiers as well as continuing to 
encourage and develop female participation by conducting women only training sessions on 
Monday nights.  

 Tournament Waterski Division  
The Tournament Waterski Division had a very successful year with the growth in junior 
membership and the popularity of junior training schools in regional NSW is commendable. Junior 
Development programs were run at Colombo Creek, Stoney Park and Mulwala with over 60 juniors 
attending. 

There were a number of creative and well-conducted tournaments run with the Pick n Choose 
series giving skiers plenty of choices in the competition.  
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Many NSW Tournament members were selected into Australian team selection squads. They sent 
53 skiers to Nationals and had 5 skiers competing in their first Nationals.  NSW skiers won a total 
of 22 gold, 11 silver and 18 bronze medals and finished second in the Benyon Shield.  A number of 
these skiers represented Australia at 2025 IWWF World Championships in Recetto Italy as officials 
or competitors. 
And finally, Tournament Division committed to help with the hosting of the 2025 IWWF World 
Open Waterski Championships to be held at Mulwala from 16th– 22nd February 2027. 

Wakeboard Division 
Wakeboard NSW has produced it 2025/2026 calendar which will appear on our website. All the 
state Wakeboard committees and the National Wakeboard committee are working well 
encouraging new members, conducting events and reviewing their governance structure. 
Wakeboard Australia passed it new constitution at its AGM in September. 
Following Nationals, Wakeboard NSW had four members represent Australia in New Zealand at 
the Oceania Championships — three athletes and one official, who took on the role of Chief 
Judge. Our riders achieved 1st place Junior Women’s, 3rd place Junior Men’s and 3rd place Junior 
Boys for Australia. 
Wakeboard NSW is committed to:  

• inclusivity

• development of riders and officials

• successful rounds of competition

• attracting boat sponsors

• being successful at the Wakeboard Nationals

• continuing to increase their NSW Wakeboard membership numbers by developing

strategies to encourage past riders to return to Wakeboard NSW events

Finance  
The audited financial statements of the NSWWSF are available at this meeting. 
You will note that the NSWWSF incurred a S11,914 loss. Nevertheless, the NSWSF is in a good 
financial situation. With plans to turn our deficit around and to make a profit in the 2025/2026 
financial year. 
The NSWWSF Board of Directors carefully review monthly the financial reports of the NSWWSF 
Ltd.   
It was a difficult year due to increased staffing costs in both the Federation office, the Ski Grounds 
and the appointment of our bookkeepers.  
But we managed our finances well and were able to meet all grant commitments and 
sponsorships.  
The employment of the bookkeeping firm with Cameron Gatt as our “go-to-man” has been very 
successful. It is essential for good financial management of the NSWWSF that we continue to avail 
ourselves of this service. We have been fortunate to have received funding from the Office of 
Sport towards these services. 

The NSW Office of Sport / Sport NSW  
As mentioned earlier we were successful in acquiring another government grant as well as 
continuing to be included in the State Sporting Organisations (SSO) program. This has been a very 
educational process, and I wish to thank all NSWWSF Board members and Shauna for helping to 
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implement successful programs to meet the milestones required by the grant mandatory 
obligations. NSWWSF Board members continue to participate in various webinars, workshops and 
forums conducted by the NSW government and Sport NSW. The NSW Office of Sport has 
continued to circulate sport specific informative newsletters and opportunities to attend training 
sessions.      
The SSO has resulted in improved governance in our sport and opportunities to network with 
other sports as we all embrace change. 

NSWWSF Office  
The NSWWSF continues to successfully operate remotely and enjoy access to all Sports House 
facilities including a hot desk, meeting rooms, print room and other equipment but we do not 
have designated parking spaces. We continue to be able to book meeting rooms for meetings and 
to use them as large offices when we are organising a major event and may need to collate 
information etc.  

NSWWSF Divisional Grants  
The NSWWSF has paid $2,000 divisional grants to all divisions that met all requirements. 

Junior Development  
$1000 NSWWSF junior development grants have been issued. The excellent development 
programs implemented by our divisions have been very successful. NSW junior competitors in all 
divisions have achieved superb results in all levels of competition. NSW junior competitors are 
recognised as some of the best young athletes in the world.  

Disabled Division Training and Development Grant  
Our Disabled Division received a $1,000 training and development grant which is not restricted to 
junior development.  
The NSWWSF has approved a grant to assist with hosting of the 2025 IWWF World Disabled 
Championships in November 2025 at the Max Kirwan Lakes Mulwala. 

Peak Government Body Representation   
The NSWWSF is well represented throughout NSW on numerous peak bodies concerned with the 
safe, effective and equitable use of all NSW waterways. Issues raised at these meetings have 
included government red tape, Crown Land matters, proposed waterways closures and changes to 
Maritime fees.  
The influx of online meetings with numerous agencies has created an opportunity for easier 
attendance at these important gatherings.   

Governance 

• New Constitution

• New Policies

Honorary Legal Advice  
David Lasky continues to provide honorary legal advice to the NSWWSF. 
The NSWWSF Ltd. is very fortunate to have David’s continued support and valued input.  

WAWA   
WAWA has redeveloped the membership portal and continues to work closely with the federal 
government to ensure that water skiing maintains its positive profile.  
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Recently those who have rejoined WAWA will have received their electronic membership cards. 
Mandatory government policies have been implemented by WAWA. When new policies are 
developed, they will be placed on the WAWA website as soon as they are ratified.  
WAWA Website Upgrade. The WAWA Board was very impressed by the new NSWWSF website. 
WAWA CEO Leeza Wray has reached out to Shauna Laverty to provide information about the 
NSWWSF website designer.  
The major federal focus for sport continues to: 

• Encourage good governance.

• Offer online courses to provide skills as well as upskill all board directors, sport

participants, administrators, spectators and officials.

• Provide templates and example of policies to ensure standardisation and compliance.

• Focus on safe sport and the well-being of participants, spectators and officials.

• Encourage participation and the provision of activities to introduce under-represented

groups to all sports.

The regular online meetings of states chaired by Andrew Jetten have been informative and the 
divisional online meetings chaired by WAWA CEO Leeza Wray have been very productive.    
The WAWA Constitution was approved by WAWA members at a special general meeting. This new 
constitution has also been accepted by the Australian Sports Commission.   
The work timetable for Leeza Wray (WAWA CEO) and Evelyn Jetten (WAWA Admin), which was 
introduced last year has worked well. The NSWWSF appreciates the efficient operation of the 
WAWA office and the excellent communication skills of its staff and directors. Recently, WAWA 
appointed an administration assistant on the eastern coast- Shelley Stevens.  Shelley is working 10 
hours per week from 9:00am -11:00am AEST Monday to Friday. Shelley Stevens is based in Victoria 
and can be reached on the WAWA office telephone number: 0893611005.  
I will be stepping down from the WAWA Board of Directors at the WAWA AGM in Melbourne on 
Saturday 18th October. 
I look forward to being able to spend more time with NSWWSF matters while I prepare to retire 
from the NSWWSF in two years’ time. 

Come and Try Committee 
A keen group of volunteers from all divisions and the NSW Ski Grounds on 25th October 2025. This 
is an exciting adventure and augers well for the future of our sport. The enthusiasm and “Can do” 
attitude of this committee is infectious. Thank you for ensuring this day will be enjoyable for all.  

 WAWA Newsletters, Media and social Media 
Carol de la Hay is producing excellent newsletters etc. Deadlines for submission of stories and 
divisional information appear on the website. I urge everyone to submit items whenever possible. 
Photographs, short stories etc welcomed. Let’ s profile the journey of a new skier  family to our 
ranks, highlight our achievements etc but don’t forget to provide submissions to our NSW website 
as well. 
Websites and media opportunities should always be embraced. 
WAWA has reconfirmed a $25,000 one off grant to the organising committee of the 2025 IWWF 
World Open Waterski Championships to be held on the twin Max Kirwan Lakes at Mulwala, 
NSW from 16th – 22nd February 2027.  
The NSWWSF has also committed to paying a one-off grant to the organising committee of 2027 
IWWF World Open Waterski Championships. It has been 60 years since the last IWWF World Open 
Waterski Championships were held in Australia. This is an excellent opportunity to promote 
waterskiing in Australia.   
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Finally, on behalf of the members of the NSWWSF Ltd. I would like to thank the 2024/2025 
NSWWSF Board members who have performed their duties diligently during a very difficult twelve 
months. Every director is a volunteer. It is an honour to work with a dedicated team of volunteer 
directors who work in harmony to promote the sport of waterskiing.  
I would also like to welcome all members of the 2025/2026 NSWWSF Board of Directors.   
Jan Thurgar  
President 18/9/2025 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

Introduction 

As the appointed accounting provider acting in place of the Treasurer, I am pleased to present 

the Treasurer’s Report for the financial year ended 30 April 2025. 

 

Financial Overview 

• Total income:    $275,156 

• Total expenditure:    $287,070 

• Net Loss for the year:   ($11,914) 

• Total assets at year-end:   $3,686,998 

• Total liabilities at year-end:  $86,489 

• Net assets:     $3,600,509 

• Asset Replacement Reserve:  $2,763,270 

Commentary: 

• Income was primarily derived from annual caravan site rentals, camping and 

overnight income from the ski grounds and a grant from the NSW Office of Sport. 

• Expenditure was primarily ski ground manager payments, operating costs of the ski 

grounds and employee costs.  

• The year resulted in a small deficit, reflecting increased costs in operating the 

federation in addition to running and maintaining the ski grounds. 

 

Membership Fees 
From WAWA

4%

Grant Income
21%

Boat Shed Rental
7%

Camping, Overnight 
and On Site Fees

36%

Caravan Site Rentals
26%

Other
6%

Income FY25



 

 

 

Key Highlights 

• Income: Income was down in comparison to FY24, due to no B2B event and a one-

off Service NSW grant relating to flood damage received in FY24.  

• Expenses: Expenses remained at similar levels to FY24. Expenses not incurred for 

running B2B and flood recovery grant expenses were mostly offset by increased 

employment and accounting and bookkeeping costs. These costs were largely offset 

by grant funding. 

• Grants & Funding: Successfully secured NSW Office of Sport grant funding of 

$80,000, which supported governance updates, a new website and inclusion programs 

for women and Indigenous persons. 

 

 

 

Accounting/Bookkeeping 
/Audit 

7%
Consultancy Fees

5%

Grant Expense
5%

Program Expense
9%

Employment Costs
16%SG Manager 

Payments
27%

SG Operating
18%

Other
13%

Expenses FY25

















































Sport NSW Update 
 

The Australian Sports Commission and Sport NSW have introduced a range of standards that 
organisations must meet to qualify for funding in NSW. These standards require regular online 
assessments, which are distributed every few months.  Organisations are expected to provide 
honest and accurate information regarding governance, including Board composition, tenure, 
gender equity and the currency of policies and constitutions.  All documents must align with the 
standards set by the AIS. 

I am pleased to report that after completing these assessments, we were successful in securing 
$80k in funding for the development of waterskiing in NSW for the 2024-2025 period.  We are 
extremely grateful to Sport NSW for this support. 

During this period, the funding has been allocated to strengthen the Federations governance, 
with the aim of positioning ourselves for future funding opportunities that will allow us to 
expand our programs across all divisions.  This includes initiatives such as Come and Try days 
and targeted outreach to underrepresented groups. 

 

2024-2025 Funding Allocation 

$15,000 Sports Accounting 
$25,000 Administration position, managing contract overhauls, constitution updates, website 
management, and policy development. 
$15,000 website redesign 
$15,000 Indigenous and women’s skiing days, and sport development programs in Liverpool 
and Mulwala 
$10,000 Constitution updates 

This funding enabled us to lay a strong foundation for the future growth and inclusivity of 
waterskiing in NSW. 



Annual General Meeting 
30 September 2025 
Ski Grounds Report 
 
The NSW Ski Gardens at Wisemans Ferry has enjoyed a year without any external forces 
impacting the park, van owners and visitors have appreciated the facilities, the Hawkesbury 
and the water skiing. 
However, Warragamba Dam has constantly remained at near capacity and did spill on 12 
September, 22 August, 3 July and 24 May this year following significant rainfall in the 
catchment area. There is still some anxiety among members during these events. 
The Federation and the Ski Grounds have been going through a period of adjustment 
following the retirement of Bruce McCahon, the focus being on streamlining processes and 
accountability. 
Tenants have an updated Occupancy Agreement, the NSW Water Ski Federation a new 
Constitution. The Ski Grounds Committee have conducted a safety audit and risk 
management assessment within the park and will work towards addressing identified areas. 
The board of directors have seen the need for, and supported the installation of, new 
cubicles in the men’s showers, hopefully these will be completed in time for the school 
holidays. The Board has also supported the ski grounds management with the employment 
of extra staff to assist with maintenance and cleaning. 
Following the withdrawal of the Development Application with Hills Shire Council for a 
seawall along the length of the park’s foreshore the Engineer who created the original plans 
is no longer available to revise his drawings. In order to satisfy the Council’s requests the 
Federation is investigating other options for the amendment of plans and a further DA.  
 
The Ski Grounds Committee would like to thank NSWWSF for the support it has received. 
We also appreciate the ongoing commitment of our Manager, Christine.  
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Annual Report  
NSW BAREFOOT  
WATERSKI  
CLUB 
                    

To the Board 

For the 24/25 season we had seven tournaments, 

one of which was held in Goulburn (Regional) and a State Title Event @ Helles 

Park Liverpool. We also held a week long Junior Development camp open to 

juniors Australia wide,8 Come n Try weekends,two of which were 

regional(Goulburn & Moree) & a show ski tournament which was sponsored by 

Dam Handles. The season wrapped up with Nationals in Canungra QLD. 

Once again, the season was disrupted by flooding of the George’s River. 

Thank you. 

Barefoot Representative 

Paul Harries 

       



 

NEW SOUTH WALES WATER SKI FEDERATION – 

DISABLED DIVISION 

2024/2025 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

 

 

 

We had a busy schedule planned for our Water Ski season. This season 

was held between October 2024 – April 2025, where we held 12 Open 

Water Ski Days. It is at these ski days where people who have a 

physical disability or vision impairment can come and water ski. Our 

Open Water Ski Days, also includes our come n try skiers.  

 

We held our Open Water Ski Days on the below dates and locations:  
 

SATURDAY 9 November 2024 – Hawkesbury River  
SATURDAY 16 November 2024 – Tweed River 

SATURDAY 7 December 2024 – Hawkesbury River    
SATURDAY 7 December 2024 – Tweed River  

SATURDAY 18 January 2025 –  Molonglo River 
SATURDAY 18 January 2025 – Tweed River 

SATURDAY 8 February 2025 – Hawkesbury River  
SATURDAY 22 February 2025 – Tweed River  

SATURDAY 8 March 2025  –  Manly Dam 
SATURDAY 15 March 2025 –  Tweed River  

SATURDAY 5 April 2024 – Hawkesbury River  
    SATURDAY 12 April 2025 –  Tweed River 

 

All ski days were held except for our ski day on 15 March 2025 on the 

Tweed River due to the cyclone that occurred the week before. Our 

ski days were also well attended.  

 

We held a training & development day for Making Strides on 22 

February 2025. We capped the numbers again at 10 to allow only water 

skiing (no tubing). This allowed us to be able to spend more time with 

each skier & develop their skiing. We also held another development 

day at Canberra on 18 January 2025. 

 

We also held our Women’s Only Day on 7 December 2024 @ Tweed 

River. All of the women that attended this day have returned to our 

other ski days to develop their water skiing skills and have fun. 

 



 

We had 1 NSW Disabled Skier – Sam Longmore attend Tournaments 

Nationals at Stoney Park in Port Macquarie. Sam will also be competing  

at the World Titles in Mulwala which will be held later this year on 25 – 

30 November 2025. Hopefully she will be able to break more World 

Records.   

Funds that we received during our 2024/2025 season have been used 

to purchase any needed equipment including specialised/modified water 

ski equipment & help with the running costs of our ski program for the 

2024-2025 season. It will also be used to support our volunteers and 

their petrol costs.  

 

Our website for this division is www.disabledwaterskinsw.com and is 

regularly updated with info, Come n Try dates, photos, videos, etc. 

 

I would also like to give a big THANK YOU to ALL our volunteers for 

their continued effort and support. 

 

 

Regards 

Sharon Paterson 

NSW Water Ski Federation – Disabled Division 

 

 

 

http://www.disabledwaterskinsw.com/


NSW Show Ski Division – Annual Report 
 
This year of Show Skiing in NSW has been huge. The NSW Show Ski Division along with 
the Mulwala Waterski Club hosted the 2025 IWWF World Water Ski Show 
Championships 
 
This meant a massive effort from many participants of our team, from mowing lawns to 
putting boats in and out, from picking up judges to handling entries the team was busy 
to say the least 
 
We also had 22 NSW skiers ski in the Australian Team which finished second. NSW 
Water-skiers also did very well individually, Callan Ashcroft won the individual Freestyle 
Jump gold medal and Boden Strawhorn Won the MVP of the tournament  
 
The event attracted some 10000 visitors over the 3 days and was a success both in that 
the tournament was widely regarded as the best show ski worlds yet and the 
tournament managed to bank some money which was invested in a new vessel  
 
Along the summer the NSW division also performed 13 local shows with the number of 
participants often topping 100 
 
We also run two very successful programs, an indigenous program aimed at  
 
With New leadership coming through and a big team expected in 2026 for the Show Ski 
Nationals, which NSW is also hosting. We look forward to a great year 



 

NSW Tournament Water Ski Report for NSW Water Ski Federation 

1st September 2025 

The 2024/2025 tournament season for NSWTWS was very successful with all our 

competitions, ski schools and coaching programs running as scheduled 

Coaching/Development 

NSW once again ran its junior development program, starting in September with our junior 

schools held over 2 weeks at Colombo Creek, Stoney Park and Mulwala.  60 junior skiers 

attended these camps.  

The NSW Junior Elite School was once again held at Albury in November with Ryan Green 

coaching.  This program is subsidised by TWSNSW and is open to juniors up to U21s.  

Sixteen skiers are selected for this clinic based on previous years scores. 

This year sees Teegan Pigdon taking over the role of NSW Junior Development Coordinator 

from Rachelle Ashcroft who has done an outstanding job over the last few years. 

Tournaments 

The NSW/ACT Malibu Series once again ran very successfully with six rounds held.  Host 

clubs were Mike Cusato, Stoney Park, Albury/Wodonga, ACT, Narrandera and Mulwala.  A 

total of 111 individual skiers competed in these tournaments.  This coming season Manly 

Dam will also host a round of the Malibu Series making a total of 7 rounds for the upcoming 

season  

Over the season Stoney Park, Albury/Wodonga and Mulwala also held other events such as 

Pick n Choose tournaments, 4 round slalom tournaments, 4 round jump tournaments and 

open tournaments giving our skiers a lot of choices. All our NSW clubs are to be 

congratulated for their efforts throughout season. 

Nationals 

NSW sent a team of 53 skiers to Nationals held at Stoney Park & Mike Cusato’s Lake.  We 

had five skiers competing in their first Nationals.  NSW skiers won a total of 22 gold, 11 silver 

and 18 bronze medals and finished second in the Beynon Shield. 

Australian Team Representatives 

A number of NSW skiers represented Australia over the past 12 months. 

Under 17 Worlds held at Calgary, Canada in August 2024 - Hayden Bickerton and Laura 

Hayes 



University Worlds held at Auckland, NZ in February 2025 – Lara Butlin, Lochie Butlin, 

Jaycee Ashcroft, Ada Richards, Georgia Pigdon and Harrison Lawes 

Aussie Kiwi Challenge held at Bridgewater, VIC in March 2025 – Lochie Butlin, Jaycee 

Ashcroft, Nate Pigdon and Ellouise Fletcher 

Open Oceania’s held at Piarere, NZ in March 2025 – Joel O’Toole 

O35 Oceania’s held at Piarere, NZ in March 2025 – Mark Louder and Mark Hooper 

O35 Worlds held at Sesena, Spain in September 2024 – Graham Ashcroft, Christ Cockburn, 

Nicki Cockburn, Jamie Craig, Mark Hooper, Mark Louder and Robert Wing 

Mark Louder won Gold in O65M Jump and Overall, and captained the Australian Team to a 

Silver medal in the team’s event.  Mark was also named the Australian O35s Skier of the 

Year at the Australian Nationals Presentation Night. 

Open Worlds held at Recetto, Italy in August 2025 - Callan Ashcroft and Joel O’Toole 

Records 

A number of NSW skiers set Australian records in their respective divisions during the 

2024/2025 season: 

Mark Louder O65M overall, jump and slalom 

Nicki Cockburn O45W trick 

Chris Cockburn O45M slalom and trick 

Driver Accreditation 

NSW held a Level 3 and 4 driver accreditation theory course via Zoom in December 2024 

with 16 attendees.  8 NSW drivers were accredited to level 3 during the season.  There is a 

driver accreditation theory course to be held on September 9th 2025 via Zoom. 

Judging 

Two courses were run during the 2024/2025 season. 

Summary 

TWSNSW has had a very successful year with strong participation levels and an extremely 

strong junior base.  NSW AGM was held on 26th July with some new committee members for 

the coming season.  Rachelle Ashcroft as Senior Vice President, Jim Cronin as Vice 

President and Cherie Buck as Treasurer. This year we will be looking to expand our 

coaching programs to retain those skiers once they leave junior ranks.  We have a strong 

sponsorship base, particularly with our main partner Malibu Boats Australia which allows us 

to run many of our programs at a cost-effective rate.  Many thanks to the NSW Committee 

for all their hard work over the past season. 

Phil Carmichael 

President Tournament Water Ski NSW  



 

Wakeboard NSW – 2024/2025 

President’s Overview 
The 2024/2025 season was one of resilience, growth, and achievement for Wakeboard NSW. 
Despite some early setbacks with venue changes and challenging weather, our riders, 
volunteers, and committee delivered an incredible year on the water. Participation rebounded 
from the dip in 2023/2024, our development programs flourished, and our athletes shone at 
state, national, and international levels — including NSW taking the win at the Australian 
National Championships and representing Australia with podium finishes at the Oceania 
Championships. Our community spirit has never been stronger, and the foundations are set for 
an even bigger 2025/2026 season. 

Our season didn’t start quite as planned. We had organised a social weekend at Nowra, but 
unfortunately had to call it off due to river issues. Not to be discouraged, we pushed ahead with 
Round 1, held at Windsor. As our first event of the year, the kids were buzzing with excitement 
and keen to get out on the water. We had a fantastic turnout with 29 riders competing, 
supported by our event sponsor, MasterCraft Sydney. 

Round 2 was originally set for Nowra, but once again we were forced to make a last-minute 
move back to Windsor due to contaminated water. Despite the short notice — which meant 
some riders couldn’t attend — we still had a great day with 19 competitors. Nautique Central 
kindly sponsored this round. 

Round 3 saw us return to Windsor once more, with 20 riders taking to the water. This event was 
proudly supported by Malibu. 

In January, we held our annual Development Camp at Black Diamond Wakeboard School — a 
highlight of the year for many of our riders. The kids loved improving their skills, cheering each 
other on, and sharing plenty of laughs. Over three days, the atmosphere was nothing but smiles 
and good vibes. A big thank-you to Best Sheds for supporting this event. 

Under Wakeboard NSW, two Come & Try Days were held over summer with 9 females and 5 
males attending, run with Amber Wing at Mosman launching from The Spit. Two new coaches 
also fulfilled their coaching accreditation hours during these events. 

Round 4 and the NSW State Titles took us on a road trip to Jindabyne. After weeks of warm 
weather, we were met with a cold snap and a brisk wind straight down the course. Saturday saw 
our biggest numbers of the season, with 39 riders battling the challenging conditions. On 
Sunday morning, the State Titles kicked off with 19 riders braving an air temperature of -3°C. 
Despite the chill, everyone soldiered on and put on a fantastic show. This event was sponsored 
by Supra Boats Australia and On The Rope Jindabyne. 

NSW then proudly hosted the Australian National Championships at Governor Phillip Park in 
perfect summer conditions, which saw amazing riding and fantastic results from all states 
competing. Wakeboard NSW had 16 competitors at the Australian Championships and took 
the win, securing the State Cup. 



Following Nationals, Wakeboard NSW had four members represent Australia in New Zealand 
at the Oceania Championships — three athletes and one official, who took on the role of Chief 
Judge. Our riders achieved 1st place Junior Women’s, 3rd place Junior Men’s and 3rd place 
Junior Boys for Australia. 

This season saw a welcome rebound in participation following the decline reported in 
2023/2024, where numbers had dropped from the 24–35 range to around 25 riders per event. 
While boat costs and economic pressures still challenge growth, our increased focus on 
development days, family-friendly events, and strong partnerships with boat companies has 
helped maintain engagement and attract new members. 

Special thanks go to our sponsors and boat companies who generously supplied their boats 
and time for events — including Supra, MasterCraft, Nautique, and Malibu — as well as our 
dedicated committee, event volunteers, and officials who make every competition possible. 

Wakeboard NSW was extremely happy with the 2024/2025 season. We have established our 
committee for 2025/2026 and are excited to continue to build and support our current members 
while encouraging new participants into the sport. 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Amber Wing Smith 

Wakeboard NSW Representative 
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